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Finance professionals from Portugal anticipate doing more with 
line-of-business management to improve performance.  

Better use of sophisticated technology lies at the heart of 
finance’s efforts to drive performance improvement. 

DIGITALIZATION 

VELOCITY OF VALUABLE INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY FOR THE BEST AND BRIGHTEST 

Do you agree with these statements about your  

company’s IT systems? (respondents from Portugal) 

Improving integration across the 
different information systems my 
company uses—that is, reducing the 
level of manual intervention required 
to collect data from different systems 
and conform it into a single data set—
would help improve performance and 
competitiveness. 

The challenge of attracting and 
retaining top finance talent will 
pressure my company to bring 
enterprise information systems in 
line with personal technologies 
(such as smartphones and tablets) 
in terms of speed, flexibility, and 
ease of use. 

Improving the speed, flexibility, and 
ease of use of enterprise 
information systems would greatly 
help the finance function provide 
more value to the company. 

•  “Interesting, meaningful, and valuable”: More than 80% of 
finance professionals say their careers in finance have 
exceeded their expectations for interesting, meaningful, and 
valuable work. More than 70% say they’ll take on new 
responsibilities in their current positions or through 
promotion in the next five years. 

•  Greater oversight role: Finance’s broad mandate continues 
to expand and increasingly includes risk management, IT, 
M&A, HR, and procurement. 

•  Competition, collaboration, and complexity: The velocity of 

change in markets and customer requirements call on 
finance to carry its analytical insight and expertise to line-of-
business decision makers.  

•  Next-generation technology: On-demand reporting and 
predictive analytics are among the keys to finance’s ability 
to partner with the business. Finance seeks advanced 
analytics and big data capabilities that it often lacks.   

•  Gaining skills outside of finance: Finance professionals say 
they now need management and operating experience more 
than additional technical skills  

Finance executives around the world play an influential role at their companies and see a bright future for the profession. 

CFO Research surveyed more than 1,500 finance 
professionals around the world to understand how changes 
in business, technology, and organizations will alter their 
role in the years ahead. Here are the topline findings from 
the 33 respondents from Portugal. 
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Develop capabilities in advanced analytics 
that it does not have today 

Contribute more to  business planning and 
analysis, strategy-setting and execution, 

financial performance management 

FINANCE'S RESPONSE:                                    

Ability to make effective use of “big data” 

Instantaneous access to comprehensive, 
fully up-to-date financial and performance 

data 

Ability to make effective use of advanced 
analytics 

Ability to translate data into swift and 
decisive action 

Ability to adapt to the rapid pace of 
change and greater business complexity 

SOURCES OF SUCCESS:                                    

Increasing complexity and volume of data; 
Greater difficulty translating data into 

swift and decisive action 

Greater pressure to reduce the cost of 
finance 

Much greater demand for reporting that 
includes meaningful insight in addition to 

the underlying data 

SHIFT IN MANDATE:                                    

In the next five years, do you anticipate/will your 

company need… (respondents from Portugal) 

Somewhat	  agree	   Strongly	  agree	  


